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5.8 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
This section evaluates the potential impacts of  the Clovis General Plan and Development Code Update 
(proposed project) on human health and the environment due to exposure to hazardous materials or conditions 
associated with the Plan Area, project construction, and project operations. Potential project impacts and 
appropriate mitigation measures are included as necessary. 

5.8.1 Environmental Setting 
5.8.1.1 REGULATORY BACKGROUND 

Hazardous Materials and Waste 

Hazardous materials refer generally to hazardous substances that exhibit corrosive, poisonous, flammable, and/or 
reactive properties and have the potential to harm human health and/or the environment. Hazardous materials 
are used in products (household cleaners, industrial solvents, paint, pesticides, etc.) and in the manufacturing of  
products (e.g. electronics, newspapers, plastic products). Hazardous materials can include petroleum, natural gas, 
synthetic gas, acutely toxic chemicals, and other toxic chemicals that are used in agriculture, commercial, and 
industrial uses; businesses; hospitals; and households. Accidental releases of  hazardous materials can occur from a 
variety of  causes, including highway incidents, warehouse fires, train derailments, shipping accidents, and 
industrial incidents. 

Hazardous Materials and Waste Regulation 

There are many federal, state, and local programs that regulate the use, storage, and transportation of  hazardous 
materials and hazardous waste, and they are constantly changing. Federal and state statutes, as well as local 
ordinances and plans regulate hazardous waste management. These regulations can reduce the danger hazardous 
substances may pose to people and businesses under normal daily circumstances and as a result of  emergencies 
and disasters. Several of  the existing federal and state programs are: 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of  1976 is the principal federal law that regulates the 
generation, management, and transportation of  waste. Hazardous waste management includes the treatment, 
storage, or disposal of  hazardous waste. Treatment is any process that changes the physical, chemical, or 
biological character of  the waste to reduce its potential as an environmental threat. Treatment can include 
neutralizing the waste, recovering energy or material resources from the waste, rendering the waste less hazardous, 
or making the waste safer to transport, dispose of, or store. 

The RCRA gave the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the authority to control hazardous waste from 
“cradle to grave,” that is, from generation to transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal. The RCRA also sets 
forth a framework for the management of  nonhazardous wastes. The 1986 amendments to RCRA enabled the 
EPA to address environmental problems that could result from underground tanks storing petroleum and other 
hazardous substances. It should be noted that RCRA focuses only on active and future facilities and does not 
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address abandoned or historical sites. The federal Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments are the 1984 
amendments to RCRA that required phasing out land disposal of  hazardous waste. Some of  the other mandates 
of  this strict law include increased enforcement authority for the EPA, more stringent hazardous waste 
management standards, and a comprehensive underground storage tank program. 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) of  1980, commonly 
known as the Superfund, was enacted to protect the water, air, and land resources from the risks created by past 
chemical disposal practices such as abandoned and historical hazardous wastes sites. Through the act, the EPA 
was given power to seek out those parties responsible for any release and assure their cooperation in the cleanup. 
This federal law created a tax on the chemical and petroleum industries that went to a trust fund for cleaning up 
abandoned or uncontrolled hazardous waste sites. CERCLA also enabled the revision of  the National 
Contingency Plan, which provided the guidelines and procedures needed to respond to releases and threatened 
releases of  hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants. The National Contingency Plan also established the 
National Priority List (NPL) of  sites, which are known as Superfund sites. CERCLA was amended by the 
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act on October 17, 1986. 

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act 

SARA reauthorized CERCLA to continue cleanup activities around the country. Several site-specific amendments, 
clarifications, and technical requirements were added to the legislation, including additional enforcement 
authorities. Title III of  SARA also authorized the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act. 

Emergency Planning & Community Right to Know Act 

EPCRA was enacted by Congress as the national legislation on community safety. This law was designated to help 
local communities protect public health, safety, and the environment from chemical hazards. The primary purpose 
of  EPCRA is to inform communities and citizens of  chemical hazards in their areas by requiring businesses to 
report the locations and quantities of  chemicals stored onsite to state and local agencies. These reports help 
communities prepare to respond to chemical spills and similar emergencies. Section 3131 of  EPCRA requires 
manufacturers to report releases to the environment (air, soil, and water) of  more than 600 designated toxic 
chemicals; report offsite transfers of  waste for treatment or disposal at separate facilities; pollution prevention 
measures and activities; and participate in chemical recycling. These annual reports are submitted to the EPA and 
state agencies. The EPA maintains and publishes a database that contains information on toxic chemical releases 
and other waste management activities by certain industry groups and federal facilities. This online, publicly 
available, national digital database is called the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI), and was expanded by the Pollution 
Prevention Act of  1990. 

To implement EPCRA, Congress required each state to appoint a State Emergency Response Commission 
(SERC) to coordinate planning and implementation activities associated with hazardous materials. The SERCs 
were required to divide their states into Emergency Planning Districts and to name a Local Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC) for each district. In California, the SERC oversees six LEPCs throughout the state. The 
Governor’s Office of  Emergency Services (OES) coordinates and provides staff  support for the SERC and 
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LEPCs. Broad representation by fire fighters, health officials, government and media representatives, community 
groups, industrial facilities, and emergency managers ensures that all necessary elements of  the planning process 
are represented. 

Toxic Substances Control Act 

The Toxic Substances Control Act of  1976 was enacted by Congress to give the EPA the ability to track the 
75,000 industrial chemicals currently produced or imported into the United States. The EPA repeatedly screens 
these chemicals and can require reporting or testing of  any that may pose an environmental or human health 
hazard. It can ban the manufacture and import of  chemicals that pose an unreasonable risk. Also, the EPA has 
mechanisms in place to track the thousands of  new chemicals that industry develops each year with either 
unknown or dangerous characteristics. It then can control these chemicals as necessary to protect human health 
and the environment. The act supplements other federal statutes, including the Clean Air Act and the TRI under 
EPCRA. 

Responsible agencies that regulate hazardous materials and waste include: 

United States EPA. The EPA is the primary federal agency that regulates hazardous materials and waste. In 
general, the EPA works to develop and enforce regulations that implement environmental laws enacted by 
Congress. The agency is responsible for researching and setting national standards for a variety of  environmental 
programs, and delegates to states and tribes the responsibility for issuing permits and for monitoring and 
enforcing compliance. EPA programs promote handling hazardous wastes safely, cleaning up contaminated land, 
and reducing trash. Under the authority of  the RCRA and in cooperation with state and tribal partners, the Waste 
Management Division manages a hazardous waste program, an underground storage tank program, and a solid 
waste program that includes development of  waste reduction strategies such as recycling. 

California EPA. Cal/EPA was created in 1991 by Governor’s Executive Order. The six Boards, departments, and 
Office were placed under the Cal/EPA umbrella to create a cabinet-level voice for the protection of  human 
health and the environment and to assure the coordinated deployment of  state resources. Cal/EPA oversees 
hazardous materials and hazardous waste compliance throughout California. 

California Department of  Toxic Substances Control. The DTSC is a department of  Cal/EPA, which 
authorizes DTSC to carry out the RCRA program in California to protect people from exposure to hazardous 
wastes. The department regulates hazardous waste, cleans up existing contamination, and looks for ways to 
control and reduce the hazardous waste produced in California primarily under the authority of  RCRA and in 
accordance with the California Hazardous Waste Control Law (California Health and Safety Code Division 20, 
Chapter 6.5) and the Hazardous Waste Control Regulations (Title 22, California Code of  Regulations, Divisions 4 
and 4.5). Permitting, inspection, compliance, and corrective action programs ensure that people who manage 
hazardous waste follow state and federal requirements and other laws that affect hazardous waste specific to 
handling, storage, transportation, disposal, treatment, reduction, cleanup, and emergency planning. Fresno County, 
including the City of  Clovis, is in DTSC’s Northern California region. 

DTSC cleans up or oversees approximately 220 hazardous substance release sites at any given time and completes 
an average of  125 cleanups each year. An additional 250 sites are listed on DTSC’s Envirostor database of  
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properties that may be contaminated. DTSC also maintains a Site Mitigation and Brownfields Reuse Program 
Database. 

Under the DTSC, the Statewide Compliance Division (SCD) administers the technical implementation of  the 
state’s Unified Program, a consolidation of  six environmental programs at the local level. This program was 
established under the amendments to the California Health and Safety Code made by Senate Bill 1082 in 1994. 
The six programs that make up the Unified Program are: 

 Hazardous Materials Business Plan/Emergency Response Plan 

 Hazardous Waste/Tiered Permitting 

 Underground Storage Tanks 

 Aboveground Storage Tanks Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures 

 California Accidental Release Prevention Program (CalARP) 

 Uniform Fire Code Hazardous Materials Management Plan 

The SCD also conducts triennial reviews of  Unified Program agencies to ensure their programs are consistent 
statewide, conform to standards, and deliver quality environmental protection at the local level. SCD also carries 
out the inspections, enforcement, and complaint response at the state’s hazardous waste generators, facilities, and 
transporters and oversees the hazardous waste generator and on-site waste treatment surveillance and 
enforcement program carried out by local Unified Programs. 

Certified Unified Program Agency. A CUPA is a local agency that has been certified by Cal/EPA to implement 
the local Unified Program. The CUPA can be a county, city, or joint powers authority. A participating agency is a 
local agency that has been designated by the local CUPA to administer one or more Unified Programs within their 
jurisdiction on behalf  of  the CUPA. A designated agency is a local agency that has not been certified by Cal/EPA 
to become a CUPA but is the responsible local agency that would implement the six Unified Programs until they 
are certified. 

The Unified Program is related to the state SERCs and LEPCs that were established under both federal (EPCRA) 
and state authority relative to the Hazardous Materials Business Plan/Emergency Response Plan. While the 
CUPA structure does not specifically incorporate the SERC and LEPCs, both SERC and CUPA have found it 
beneficial to establish strong communication and coordination on hazardous materials issues. The CUPA board 
now has a representative on the SERC, and members of  LEPCs are also CUPA board members. Common issues 
include ensuring that hazardous materials, waste, and tank programs maintain strong coordination and 
communication for maximum consistency in program implementation. Shared data, joint resources, common 
forms, provision of  emergency information, and regulatory review are other interests that are coordinated by the 
CUPA Board and SERC/LEPCs. 

The Fresno County Department of  Public Health (DPH) is designated by the state as the CUPA for the County 
of  Fresno. The DPH focuses on the management of  specific environmental programs at the local government 
level to address the disposal, handling, processing, storage, and treatment of  local hazardous materials and waste 



G E N E R A L  P L A N  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O D E  U P D A T E  D R A F T  P E I R  
C I T Y  O F  C L O V I S  

5. Environmental Analysis 
HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

June 2014 Page 5.8-5 

products. The CUPAs are also responsible for implementing the leak prevention element of  the Underground 
Storage Tank (UST) Program. 

Programs that regulate hazardous materials and waste include: 

UST Program. Releases of  petroleum and other products from USTs are the leading source of  groundwater 
contamination in the United States. The RCRA Subtitle I established regulations governing the storage of  
petroleum products and hazardous substances in USTs and the prevention and cleanup of  leaks. In EPA Region 9 
(California, Arizona, Hawaii, Nevada, Pacific Islands, and over 140 tribal nations) the UST program operates 
primarily through state agency programs with EPA oversight. In California, the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB), under the umbrella of  Cal/EPA, provides assistance to local agencies enforcing UST 
requirements. The purpose of  the UST program is to protect public health and safety and the environment from 
releases of  petroleum and other hazardous substances. The program consists of  four elements: leak prevention, 
cleanup, enforcement, and tank tester licensing. In September 2004, the SWRCB adopted regulations that require 
electronic submittal of  information for groundwater cleanup programs, including groundwater analytical data, the 
surveyed locations of  monitoring wells, and other data. The SWRCB’s Geotracker system currently has 
information submitted by responsible parties for over 10,000 leaking UST (LUST) sites statewide and has been 
extended to include all SWRCB groundwater cleanup programs including the LUST, non-LUST (Spill, Leaks, 
Investigation, and Cleanup), Department of  Defense, and landfill programs. 

The Fresno County DPH is charged with the responsibility of  conducting compliance inspections of  regulated 
facilities in Fresno County. Regulated facilities are those that handle hazardous materials, generate or treat 
hazardous waste, and/or operate an underground storage tank. All new installations of  underground storage 
tanks require an inspection, along with the removal, under strict chain-of-custody protocol, of  the old tanks. 

Hazardous Waste Management. Fresno County Environmental Health implements the Hazardous Waste 
Generator Program and the Hazardous Waste Treatment/Tiered Permit Program throughout Fresno County. The 
purpose of  these programs is to ensure that all hazardous waste generated in Fresno County businesses are 
properly handled, recycled, treated, stored and disposed. Environmental Health staff  in these programs inspect 
facilities that generate hazardous waste, investigate reports of  illegal hazardous waste disposal, and respond to 
emergency spills of  hazardous chemicals. Environmental Health staff  also participate in public education 
programs designed to inform industries and residents about the laws and regulations relating to safe disposal of  
hazardous waste. 

Hazardous Materials Business Plan Program. Both the federal government (Code of  Federal Regulations, 
EPA, SARA, and Title III) and the State of  California (California State Health and Safety Code, Division 20, 
Chapter 6.95, Sections 25500–25520; Title 19 California Code of  Regulations, Chapter 2, Sub-Chapter 3, 
Article 4, Sections 2729–2734) require all businesses that handle more than a specified amount of  hazardous 
materials or extremely hazardous materials, termed a reporting quantity, to submit a Hazardous Materials Business 
Plan to its local CUPA. 

A Business Plan must be submitted by businesses that handle a hazardous material, or a mixture containing a 
hazardous material, in quantities equal to or greater than: 
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 500 pounds of  a solid. 

 55 gallons of  a liquid. 

 200 cubic feet of  a compressed gas at standard temperature and pressure. 

 The federal Threshold Planning Quantity (TPQ) for Extremely Hazardous Substances. 

 Radioactive materials in quantities for which an Emergency Plan is required as per Parts 30, 40, or 70, 
Chapter 1 of  Title 10 of  Code of  Federal Regulations (CFR). 

The Business Plan must include the type and quantity of  hazardous materials; a site map; risks of  using these 
materials; spill prevention; emergency response; employee training; and emergency contacts. 

Hazardous Materials Incident Response 

Under Title III of  SARA, the LEPC is responsible for developing an emergency plan for preparing for and 
responding to chemical emergencies in that community. This emergency plan must include: 

 An identification of  local facilities and transportation routes where hazardous material are present. 

 The procedures for immediate response in case of  an accident (this must include a community-wide 
evacuation plan). 

 A plan for notifying the community that an incident has occurred. 

 The names of  response coordinators at local facilities. 

 A plan for conducting exercises to test the plan. 

The plan is reviewed by the SERC and publicized throughout the community. The LEPC is required to review, 
test, and update the plan each year. The Fresno County DPH is responsible for coordinating hazardous material 
coordination and inspection in the City. 

Hazardous Material Spill/Release Notification Guidance 

All significant spills, releases, or threatened releases of  hazardous materials must be immediately reported. Federal 
and state emergency notification is required for all significant releases of  hazardous materials. Requirements for 
immediate notification of  all significant spills or threatened releases cover owners, operators, persons in charge, 
and employers. Notification is required regarding significant releases from facilities, vehicles, vessels, pipelines, and 
railroads. Many state statutes require emergency notification of  a hazardous chemical release: 

 Health and Safety Codes Sections 25270.7, 25270.8, and 25507 

 Vehicle Code Section 23112.5 
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 Public Utilities Code Section 7673, (PUC General Orders #22-B, 161) 

 Government Code Sections 51018, 8670.25.5 (a) 

 Water Code Sections 13271, 13272 

 California Labor Code Section 6409.1 (b)10 

In addition, all releases that result in injuries or workers harmfully exposed must be immediately reported to 
California Occupational Safety and Health Administration (California Labor Code Section 6409.1 [b]). For 
additional reporting requirements, also refer to the Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of  1986, 
better known as Proposition 65, and Section 9030 of  the California Labor Code. 

CalARP became effective on January 1, 1997, in response to Senate Bill 1889. CalARP replaced the California 
Risk Management and Prevention Program. Under the CalARP, the Governor’s OES must adopt implementing 
regulations and seek delegation of  the program from the EPA. CalARP aims to be proactive and therefore 
requires businesses to prepare risk management plans, which are detailed engineering analyses of  the potential 
accident factors present at a business, and the mitigation measures that can be implemented to reduce this 
accident potential. In most cases, local governments will have the lead role for working directly with businesses in 
this program. The Fresno County DPH is the CUPA designated as the administering agency for CalARP. 

Airports 

Airport authorities and other agencies regulate aircraft activity. The City has no direct authority over airport 
development and operations. The State Aeronautics Act of  the California Public Utilities Code (Sections 21001 et 
seq.) establishes statewide requirements for the airport land use compatibility planning and requires nearly every 
county to create an Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) or other alternative. The Fresno County Airport Land 
Use Commission, an agency of  the Fresno Council of  Governments (FCOG), is responsible for airport land use 
planning in the County. 

Federal Aviation Administration 

The basic responsibilities of  the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), under the US Department of  
Transportation, are the regulation of  civil aviation to promote safety, airspace and air traffic management, and the 
regulation of  commercial space transportation. The Code of  Federal Regulations contains standards for aircraft 
noise emission levels and for protecting navigable airspace near airports from intrusion by structures. 

Air Safety Zones 

The California ALUC Planning Handbook provides planning guidance to ALUCs and counties and cities with 
jurisdiction over airport area land uses. The purpose of  the handbook is to support the State Aeronautics Act. 
The handbook allows jurisdictions flexibility in determining air safety zones that represent areas of  assumed 
accident potential. 
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Emergency Preparedness 

Clovis Fire Department 

The Clovis Fire Department (CFD) is responsible for emergency preparedness and urban search and rescue. The 
CFD Special Projects Manager/Emergency Preparedness Manager is the Emergency Operations Center 
coordinator and is responsible for management of  the Emergency Operations Plan. 

Fresno County Office of  Emergency Services 

Emergency preparedness and planning in the unincorporated areas of  the SOI and Plan Area is the responsibility 
of  the Fresno County OES of  the Fresno County Department of  Public Health. The Fresno County Operational 
Area Master Emergency Services Plan, developed and managed by the OES, is the emergency response plan in 
effect in unincorporated areas of  the Plan Area. 

The Fresno County Multi-Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, approved by the County Board of  
Supervisors in 2009, provides additional information on potential natural and man-made hazards in Fresno 
County, resources available for disaster response and recovery, and specifies agencies’ responsibilities for 
emergency responses. The City of  Clovis, along with the 14 other incorporated cities in Fresno County, 
coordinate with the County OES regarding disaster preparedness, response, and recovery activities (Fresno 
County 2014). 

Fire Safety 

California Department of  Forestry and Fire Protection 

The California Department of  Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) is dedicated to the fire protection and 
stewardship of  over 31 million acres of  California’s wildlands. The Office of  the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) 
supports the CDF mission to protect life and property through fire prevention engineering programs, law and 
code enforcement, and education. The OSFM provides for fire prevention by enforcing fire-related laws in state- 
owned or -operated buildings, investigating arson fires in California, licensing those who inspect and service fire 
protection systems, approving fireworks as safe and sane for use in California, regulating the use of  chemical 
flame retardants, evaluating building materials against fire safety standards, regulating hazardous liquid pipelines, 
and tracking incident statistics for local and state government emergency response agencies. Classification of  a 
zone as moderate, high or very high fire hazard is based on a combination of  how a fire will behave and the 
probability of  flames and embers threatening buildings. Each area of  the map gets a score for flame length, 
embers, and the likelihood of  the area burning. Scores are then averaged over the zone areas. Final zone class 
(moderate, high and very high) is based on the average scores for the zone (CAL FIRE 2014). 

California Fire Plan 

The California Fire Plan is the state’s road map for reducing the risk of  wildfire through planning and prevention 
to reduce firefighting costs and property losses, increase firefighter safety, and to contribute to ecosystem health. 
The California Fire Plan is a cooperative effort between the State Board of  Forestry and Fire Protection and CAL 
FIRE. 
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California Fire Code 

The California Fire Code (Title 24 California Code of  Regulations, Part 9) is based on the 2012 International Fire 
Code and includes amendments from the State of  California fully integrated into the code. The California Fire 
Code contains fire safety-related building standards that are referenced in other parts of  Title 24 of  the California 
Code of  Regulations. 

California Building Code 

Chapter 7A of  the California Building Code (CBC; Title 24 California Code of  Regulations, Part 2), Materials and 
Methods for Exterior Wildfire Exposure, prescribes building materials and construction methods for new buildings in 
a Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Chapter 7A contains requirements for roofing; attic ventilation; exterior walls; 
exterior windows and glazing; exterior doors; decking; protection of  underfloor, appendages, and floor 
projections; and ancillary structures. Portions of  the north and northeast parts of  the SOI and non-SOI Plan 
Area are in Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zones designated by the California Department of  Forestry and Fire 
Prevention (CAL FIRE 2007) (see Figure 5.8-1, Fire Hazard Severity Zones). 

Defensible Space and Hazardous Vegetation 

Requirements regarding hazardous vegetation, defensible space, and fuel management are contained in California 
Public Resources Code Sections 4291 et seq. and in Sections 4906 and 4907 of  the California Fire Code. 

5.8.1.2 EXISTING CONDITONS 

Hazardous Materials Sites 

Hazardous materials sites in the City of  Clovis listed on the GeoTracker database maintained by the State Water 
Resources Control Board, and the EnviroStor database maintained by the Department of  Toxic Substances 
Control, are described below in Table 5.8-1. 

Table 5.8-1 Hazardous Materials Sites in the Plan Area Listed on GeoTracker and EnviroStor Databases 
Site Name Address Type Of Site Material Released Media Affected Cleanup Status 

7-11 #16999 396 Gettysburg W Leaking 
Underground 
Storage Tank 
(LUST) 

Gasoline Drinking Water Aquifer Completed - 
Case Closed 

7-Eleven Store #25585 1170 Clovis Ave LUST Gasoline Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Abandoned Gas 
Station 

399 Clovis Ave N LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Abd S/S 1776 5th N LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Abes’ Liquor & Food 423 West Barstow LUST Benzene, MTBE/TBA/
Other Fuel Oxygenates, 
Gasoline, Toluene, 
Xylene  

Other Groundwater 
(Uses Other Than 
Drinking Water), Indoor 
Air, Soil Vapor, Under 
Investigation, Soil, 
Aquifer Used For 
Drinking Water Supply, 

Open - Site 
Assessment 
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Table 5.8-1 Hazardous Materials Sites in the Plan Area Listed on GeoTracker and EnviroStor Databases 
Site Name Address Type Of Site Material Released Media Affected Cleanup Status 

Well Used For Drinking 
Water Supply  

Ano-Tech Metal 
Finishing, Inc. 

807 Lincoln Avenue LUST   Inactive - Needs 
Evaluation 

Aspen Serelopment 2 1961 Gettysburg LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Beacon Station #3491 814 Clovis LUST Diesel, Gasoline Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Beacon Station #537 798 Gettysburg W LUST Gasoline ? Completed - 
Case Closed 

Betty Caughell 
Residence 

7188 Fowler N LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Bingham Toyota 895 Shaw Ave W LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Bishops Store House 811 Barstow E LUST Gasoline Drinking Water Aquifer Completed - 
Case Closed 

Bivouac Area Copper Avenue LUST Diesel Other Groundwater 
(Uses Other Than 
Drinking Water), Soil, 
Aquifer Used For 
Drinking Water Supply 

Open - Site 
Assessment 

Bubble Clean 443 Shaw Ave W LUST Gasoline Soil/Under Investigation Open - Site 
Assessment 

Buchanan High School 1560 N. Minnewawa School 
Investigation 

  No Further 
Action 

Builders Concrete 1641 Tollhouse Rd LUST Diesel Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Chandler Property 7806 E. Gettysburg LUST   No Further 
Action 

Charles W. Rozar 10370 Shaw Ave E LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Chevron - Shaw 818 Shaw Ave W LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Clovis Drum - 
Brookhaven Facility 

4536 E. Herndon 
Ave. 

Cleanup 
Program Site 

Pesticides/Herbicides None Sp Completed - 
Case Closed 

Clovis Drum - Herndon 
Facility 

Sect 32, T12s, R21e Cleanup 
Program Site 

  Completed - 
Case Closed 

Clovis Police Dept 1033 5th St LUST Diesel Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Clovis Self Serve 704 Clovis Ave LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Community Medical 
Center - Clovis 

2755 Herndon Ave LUST Diesel, Fuel Oxygenates Under 
Investigation/Soil/ 
Drinking Water Aquifer 

Open - Site 
Assessment 

Custom Chemicides 1495 Railroad Ave Cleanup 
Program Site 

Metals, Pesticides Soil Open - Inactive 

Dakota/Armstrong Site Dakota/Armstrong 
Avenue 

LUST   No Further 
Action 

David Cook Center 
Portable School 

Fowler 
Avenue/Herndon 
Avenue 

School 
Investigation 

  No Further 
Action 
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Table 5.8-1 Hazardous Materials Sites in the Plan Area Listed on GeoTracker and EnviroStor Databases 
Site Name Address Type Of Site Material Released Media Affected Cleanup Status 

Decker Ford 920 Shaw Ave W LUST Waste Oil/Motor Oil Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Detail Pluc Arco 525 Shaw Ave W LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Don Bricker 5367 Mccall St N LUST Gasoline Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Ed Beam Residence 12813 Paul E LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

F&K Rock & Sand Inc. 7020 Tollhouse Rd LUST Gasoline Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Fairmont Elementary 
School 

3095 Greenwood N LUST Diesel Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Former One Hour 
Martinizing 

578 Shaw Ave. Cleanup 
Program Site 

Pce Soil Vapor, Soil, 
Drinking Water Aquifer 

Open - 
Assessment & 
Interim 
Remedial Action 

Former Unocal (Tosco 
#4907) 

794 Shaw Ave W LUST Gasoline Drinking Water Aquifer Completed - 
Case Closed 

Fresno Clovis Lumber 
Co 

300 Minnewawa N LUST Diesel Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Fresno Co-Op 
Trucking 

53 Herndon W LUST Diesel Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Fresno Custom 
Drywall 

141 Sunnyside LUST Gasoline Indoor Air, Soil Vapor, 
Under investigation, 
Soil, Aquifer Used for 
Drinking Water Supply 

Open - Site 
Assessment 

Future Fire Station #35 5761 Nees LUST Gasoline Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Gateway Shell 640 Shaw Ave LUST Waste Oil/Motor Oil Soil/Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

George Barnes 1446 Tollhouse LUST Waste Oil/Motor Oil Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Gettysburg/Locan 
Avenue Elementary 

Gettysburg/Locan 
Avenue 

School 
Investigation 

None Specified None Specified No Action 
Required 

Gorubec Oil Co 201 Clovis Ave LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Griffins Gas Liquor & 
Food 

2987 Willow Ave LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Handi Stop No. 6 190 Clovis Ave N LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Harlan Ranch 9036 Tollhouse E LUST Gasoline Drinking Water Aquifer Completed - 
Case Closed 

Harlan Ranch 9010 Tollhouse  Cleanup 
Program Site 

Diesel Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Harry Wilmoth 
Construction 

6918 Tollhouse Rd. Cleanup 
Program Site 

Metals, Petroleum/Oils None Specified Open - Site 
Assessment 

Joint Use Child 
Development Training 
Center 

Near Southwest 
Corner Of East 
International And 
North Willow 
Avenues 

School 
Investigation 

None Specified None Specified No Further 
Action 
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Table 5.8-1 Hazardous Materials Sites in the Plan Area Listed on GeoTracker and EnviroStor Databases 
Site Name Address Type Of Site Material Released Media Affected Cleanup Status 

Maintenance Yard 1490 Herndon Ave E LUST Diesel Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Millerton New Town 
School Site 

Millerton Road School 
Investigation 

None Specified None Specified No Action 
Required 

Mount Owen Rifle 
Range- IR/MMRP 
(J09ca0877) 

Approximately 6 
Miles Northeast Of 
Clovis 

Military Cleanup 
Site 

Explosives (UXO, MEC) 
Munitions Debris (MD) 

Soil Active 

North Clovis Avenue 
School 

Clovis 
Avenue/Teague 
Avenue 

School 
Investigation 

None Specified None Specified No Further 
Action 

P & R Farms - Clovis 9601 N Minniwawa Cleanup 
Program Site 

Pesticides/Herbicides Under Investigation Open - Site 
Assessment 

Pg&E Service Center 
(Former Maintenance 
Yard) 

393 W. Alluvial Ave. Cleanup 
Program Site 

Diesel, Gasoline, Waste 
Oil/Motor Oil 

Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Private Residence Private Residence Cleanup 
Program Site 

Diesel Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Ray Stanley Chevron 1110 Clovis Ave LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

Roger’s Helicopters 2403 Bullard Ave. Cleanup 
Program Site 

Tetrachloroethylene 
(PCE), Trichloroethylene 
(TCE), Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOC)  

Drinking Water Aquifer Open - 
Remediation 

Ronald Reagan 
Elementary School 

East Ashlan 
Avenue/North 
Leonard Avenue 

School 
Investigation 

None Specified None Specified No Further 
Action 

Ronald Reagan 
Elementary School 
Expansion 

East Ashlan Avenue 
And North Leonard 
Avenue 

School 
Investigation 

None Specified None Specified No Further 
Action 

S&K Mini Mart 13025 East Shaw 
Avenue 

LUST Diesel, Gasoline Under Investigation, 
Soil Vapor, Soil, Aquifer 
Used For Drinking 
Water Supply  

Open - 
Remediation 

Shaw Village 
Shopping Center 

422 - 488 West 
Shaw Ave 

Cleanup 
Program Site 

Chl Solv Soil, Drinking Water 
Aquifer 

Completed - 
Case Closed 

Shell Service Station 640 Shaw Ave. LUST Gasoline Drinking Water Aquifer Completed - 
Case Closed 

Shell Service Station 521 Clovis LUST Gasoline Drinking Water Aquifer Completed - 
Case Closed 

Super Exxon 304 Sunnyside S LUST Gasoline Drinking Water Aquifer Open - 
Verification 
Monitoring 

Texaco Service 
Station 

390 Shaw Ave. W LUST Gasoline Drinking Water Aquifer Completed - 
Case Closed 

Third Educational 
Center Project 

Willow 
Avenue/International 
Avenue 

School 
Investigation 

None Specified None Specified No Action 
Required 

Unocal SS# 30428 1936 Clovis Ave. LUST Diesel, Gasoline Under Investigation Completed - 
Case Closed 

Valley Chrome Plating, 
Inc. 

1000 Hoblitt Avenue LUST   Inactive - Needs 
Evaluation 
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Table 5.8-1 Hazardous Materials Sites in the Plan Area Listed on GeoTracker and EnviroStor Databases 
Site Name Address Type Of Site Material Released Media Affected Cleanup Status 

Villa Food Mart 185 W Bullard LUST Gasoline ? Completed - 
Case Closed 

Walt’s Plumbing 815 Lincoln LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

White Farms 4415 North 
Greenwood Avenue 

LUST Gasoline Soil Completed - 
Case Closed 

 

Hazardous Waste Generators 

Large quantity generators (LQGs) of  hazardous wastes in the City of  Clovis included on the EPA RCRA database 
are listed in Table 5.8-2 below. No LQGs were identified in the Plan Area outside of  the City on the EPA’s 
Enviromapper (USEPA 2013a). 

Asbestos 

Asbestos is the name of  a group of  silicate minerals that are heat resistant, and thus were commonly used as 
insulation and fire retardant. Inhaling asbestos fibers has been shown to cause lung disease (asbestosis) and lung 
cancer (mesothelioma) (DTSC 2010). Beginning in the early 1970s, a series of  bans on the use of  certain 
asbestos-containing materials in construction were established by the EPA and the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. Most US manufacturers voluntarily discontinued the use of  asbestos in certain building products 
during the 1980s. Requirements for limiting asbestos emissions from building demolition and renovation activities 
are specified in SCAQMD Rule 1403 (Asbestos Emissions from Demolition/Renovation Activities). 

Lead 

Lead was formerly used as an ingredient in paint (before 1978) and as a gasoline additive; both of  these uses have 
been banned. Lead is listed as a reproductive toxin and a cancer-causing substance; it also impairs the 
development of  the nervous system and blood cells in children (DTSC 2010). Those demolishing pre-1978 
structures may presume the buildings contain lead-based paint (LBP) without having an inspection for LBP. Lead 
must be contained during demolition activities (California Health & Safety Code sections 17920.10 and 105255). 

Wildfire Hazards 

Portions of  the north and northeast parts of  the SOI and non-SOI Plan Area are in Moderate Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones designated by the California Department of  Forestry and Fire Prevention (CAL FIRE 2007) (see 
Figure 5.8-1, Fire Hazard Severity Zones). The specified zones are in State Responsibility Areas, meaning that the 
state is responsible for the cost of  fire suppression in those areas. Existing land uses in the Moderate Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones are mostly agriculture, rural residential, and vacant.  



G E N E R A L  P L A N  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O D E  U P D A T E  D R A F T  P E I R  
C I T Y  O F  C L O V I S  

5. Environmental Analysis 
HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Page 5.8-14 PlaceWorks 

Table 5.8-2 Hazardous Waste Generators in the Plan Area 
Facility Land Use Type Address 

Large Quantity Generators1 All in the City of Clovis 
Agriculture And Priority Pollutants Laboratories Inc. Industrial 908 N Temperance Ave 
Ano-Tech Metal Finishing Industrial Lincoln 
CVS Pharmacy No. 3925 Commercial/Retail 2133 Shaw Ave 
CVS Pharmacy No. 3940 Commercial/Retail 1107 N Willow Ave 
CVS Pharmacy No. 7910 Commercial/Retail 1794 Ashlan Ave 
CVS Pharmacy No. 9933 Commercial/Retail 920 Herndon Ave 
Safeway Store No. 2701 Commercial/Retail 3100 Fowler Ave 
Target Store T0358 Commercial/Retail 900 Shaw Ave 
Valley Chrome Plating, Inc. Industrial Hoblitt Avenue 
Small Quantity Generators In City of Clovis 
Apollo Dental Products Industrial W Dakota Ave 
Betty J Caughell  7188 N Fowler Ave 
Bingham Toyota Automotive 895 W Shaw 
Central Calif Conference Assn Of S.D.A. Institutional 2820 Willow 
City Of Clovis Well 1 Utility 754 5th St 
Clovis Drum Co, Inc. Industrial 4536 E Herndon 
Clovis Garage Automotive Clovis Ave 
Clovis USD Educational E Herndon Ave 
Club Cleaners Cleaners 1840 Shaw Ave 
Costco Wholesale No 135 Commercial/Retail 380 W Ashlan Blvd 
Custom Chemicides Inc. Industrial Railroad Ave 
Earl Smittcamp Property  8054 N Minnewawa Ave 
Econo Lube N Tune No 110 Automotive 2121 Villa Ave 
Fresno Pacific Educational 2297 E Sheperd Ave 
Fronks Mountain Drilling Co Inc. Industrial Auberry Rd 
Grundfos Pumps Corp Industrial 2555 Clovis Ave 
Hallowell Chevrolet Co Inc. Automotive W Shaw Ave 
Home Depot Usa Inc. Hd 0664 Commercial/Retail 845 W Shaw Ave 
Krazan And Associates Technical/Laboratory W Dakota 
Lamoures Cleaners 17 W Shaw 
Lamoures Inc. Cleaners 1427 Tollhouse 
Lion Automotive Inc. Automotive Phillip Ave 
Magic Moments Photography Photography/Printing 1175 Shaw No 106 
Mcclatchy Printing Co Photography/Printing 1321 Railroad Ave 
Napporn Automotive Automotive 141 Sunnyside 
National College Educational W Westland Ave 
One Hour Motophoto Photography/Printing W Shaw Ave 
P R Farms Inc. Agricultural 2917 E Shepherd Ave 
Pacific Bell Utility 525 East Shaw Avenue 
Pacific Bell C L V S C A E F Utility 3375 Peach Ave 
Pep Boys Manny Moe Jack Automotive 693 W Shaw Ave 
Pg&E Clovis Svc Ctr Utility 393 W Alluvial 
Shell Oil Co Automotive 640 Shaw Ave 
Shell Service Station Automotive 390 W Shaw Ave 
Shell Service Station - 135176 Automotive 521 Clovis Ave/Fifth 
Target Store No 0358 Commercial/Retail 900 Shaw Ave 
Target Store No 2018 Commercial/Retail 695 W Herndon Ave 
The Glidden Co Dba Ici Paints Commercial/Retail 1385 W Shaw 
Valco Boats Industrial 401 N Minnewawa 



G E N E R A L  P L A N  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O D E  U P D A T E  D R A F T  P E I R  
C I T Y  O F  C L O V I S  

5. Environmental Analysis 
HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

June 2014 Page 5.8-15 

Table 5.8-2 Hazardous Waste Generators in the Plan Area 
Facility Land Use Type Address 

Walgreens 2864 Commercial/Retail 1690 Shaw Ave 
Walmart No 2277 Commercial/Retail 323 W Shaw Ave 
Willow And International Center Educational 10309 N Willow Ave 
Z Js Auto Body Automotive 350 N Minnewawa 
Small Quantity Generators In Plan Area Outside City of Clovis 
American National Bank Commercial 3144 N McCall, Sanger 
PG&E Coppermine Substation Utility 6564 E Copper, Fresno 
Circle K Store 3624 Commercial/Retail 13025 E Shaw Ave, Sanger 
Source: USEPA 2013 
1 Large Quantity Generators generate 1,000 kilograms per month or more of hazardous waste, or more than 1 kilogram per month of acutely hazardous waste. 
2 Small Quantity Generators generate more than 100 kilograms, but less than 1,000 kilograms, of hazardous waste per month. 

 

Airport-Related Hazards 

The Fresno-Yosemite International Airport (FYI) is outside of  the City’s southwest boundary. (see Figure 3-2, 
Aerial Photograph). FYI is a joint use civilian/military airport. Nine airlines and two air cargo carriers serve FYI, 
and about 250 general aviation aircraft are based at FYI. The California Air National Guard 144th Fighter Wing is 
based at the airport as well. In 2012, there were 58,704 civilian takeoffs or landings and 4,542 military takeoffs or 
landings, for a total of  63,246 takeoffs or landings (FAA 2012).1 

The Fresno-Yosemite International Airport Compatibility Land Use Plan (ACLUP) was issued by the Fresno 
County Airport Commission in 2012. Parts of  the City are within Safety Compatibility Zones for FYI, and parts 
of  the City are also within areas where heights of  structures are limited pursuant to FAA Part 77 Regulations 
protecting airspace near the airport. 

Safety Compatibility Zones 

Zone 6, the Traffic Pattern Zone for FYI, extends over part of  the City (see Figure 5.8-2, Safety Compatibility 
Zones). There are no restrictions on land uses, residential or other, in Zone 6, and no restrictions on special 
characteristics (distracting lights or glare, sources of  smoke or electrical interference, or attractors of  birds) 
(FCALUC 20121). 

Airspace Protection Surface 

FYI is at an elevation of  336 feet amsl. The Airspace Protection Surface extends 10,000 feet horizontally from the 
runway at an elevation of  150 feet above the airport, or 486 feet amsl; then angles upward an additional 4,000 feet 
horizontally at a slope of  one vertical foot to 20 horizontal feet to an elevation of  686 feet amsl (see Figure 5.8-3, 
Airspace Protection Surface). The approach surfaces extending lengthwise from each end of  the runways do not enter 
the City of  Clovis or the Plan Area. 

                                                      
1 “Itinerant” takeoffs or landings where the aircraft arrives from, or departs to, outside the airport area. Does not include practice 
flights limited to within 20 miles of the airport. 
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Emergency Operations Planning 

Emergency Response Planning for the City of  Clovis and for unincorporated parts of  the Plan Area is described 
above under Section 5.8.1.1, Regulatory Background. 

5.8.2 Thresholds of Significance 
According to Appendix G of  the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on the 
environment if  the project would: 

H-1 Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of  hazardous materials. 

H-2 Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of  hazardous materials into the environment. 

H-3 Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substance, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of  an existing or proposed school. 

H-4 Be located on a site which is included on a list of  hazardous materials compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment. 

H-5 For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of  a public airport or public use airport, would result in a safety hazard for people 
residing or working in the project area. 

H-6 For a project in the vicinity of  a private airstrip, result in a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area. 

H-7 Impair implementation of  or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan. 

H-8 Expose people or structures to a significant risk of  loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are adjacent to the urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed 
with wildlands. 
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5.8.3 Environmental Impacts 
The following impact analysis addresses thresholds of  significance for potentially significant impacts. The 
applicable thresholds are identified in brackets after the impact statement. 

Impact 5.8.1: Construction and operation of projects developed pursuant to the proposed General Plan 
Update would involve the transport, use, and/or disposal of hazardous materials. 
[Thresholds H-1, H-2, and H-3] 

Impact Analysis: 

2035 Scenario 

Existing Hazardous Materials Sites 

Eleven hazardous materials sites listed above in Table 5.8-1 are open LUST or cleanup site cases located in the 
City and SOI area (see Table 5.8-3 below).  

Table 5.8-3 Hazardous Materials Sites in the Plan Area: Open Cases 
Site Name Address Type Of Site Cleanup Status 

City and SOI 
Abes’ Liquor & Food 423 West Barstow LUST Open - Site Assessment 
Ano-Tech Metal Finishing, Inc. 807 Lincoln Avenue LUST Inactive - Needs Evaluation 
Roger’s Helicopters 2403 Bullard Ave. Cleanup Program Site Open - Remediation 
Bubble Clean 443 Shaw Ave W LUST Open - Site Assessment 
Community Medical Center - Clovis 2755 Herndon Ave LUST Open - Site Assessment 
Custom Chemicides 1495 Railroad Ave Cleanup Program Site Open - Inactive 
Former One Hour Martinizing 578 Shaw Ave. Cleanup Program Site Open - Assessment & Interim 

Remedial Action 
Fresno Custom Drywall 141 Sunnyside LUST Open - Site Assessment 
Harry Wilmoth Construction 6918 Tollhouse Rd. Cleanup Program Site Open - Site Assessment 
Super Exxon 304 Sunnyside S LUST Open - Verification Monitoring 
Valley Chrome Plating, Inc. 1000 Hoblitt Avenue LUST Inactive - Needs Evaluation 
Non-SOI Plan Area 
Bivouac Area Copper Avenue LUST Open - Site Assessment 
Mount Owen Rifle Range- IR/MMRP 
(J09ca0877) 

Approximately 6 Miles 
Northeast Of Clovis 

Military Cleanup Site Active 

P & R Farms - Clovis 9601 N Minniwawa Cleanup Program Site Open - Site Assessment 
S&K Mini Mart 13025 East Shaw Avenue LUST Open - Remediation 
Source: SWRCB 2013. 

 

Any development, redevelopment, or reuse on or next to any of  these sites would require environmental site 
assessment by a qualified environmental professional to ensure that the relevant projects would not disturb 
hazardous materials on any of  the hazardous materials sites, or plumes of  hazardous materials diffusing from one 
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of  the hazardous materials sites; and that any proposed development, redevelopment, or reuse would not create a 
substantial hazard to the public or the environment. 

Existing Asbestos-Containing Materials and Lead-Based Paint 

Many buildings in the Plan Area predate 1978 and thus may contain ACM and LBP. The history of  Clovis is 
briefly described in Section 5.5, Cultural Resources. Demolition and removal of  existing buildings could pose 
hazards to people and the environment through disturbance and/or release of  ACM and LBP. 

Routine Use, Storage, Transport, and Disposal of Hazardous Materials 

Construction 

Construction of  projects pursuant to the General Plan Update would involve use of  fuels, lubricants, greases, 
solvents, architectural coatings including paints, fertilizers, and pesticides including herbicides. 

Operation 

Operation of  projects developed pursuant to the General Plan Update would involve hazardous materials used in 
industrial and commercial land uses as well as hazardous materials used for cleaning and maintenance purposes in 
almost all developed land uses: cleansers, solvents, paints, pesticides, and fertilizers. The amounts of  hazardous 
materials used would vary by land use type: amounts would be small for residential, school, institutional, and many 
office uses, and would be larger for industrial uses; businesses selling hazardous materials such as gasoline 
stations; and service businesses using hazardous materials in their operations, such as construction contractors, 
painters, cleaners, and printers. 

There are 43 small quantity generators (SQGs) of  hazardous wastes in the City of  Clovis, three SQGs in the Plan 
Area outside the City of  Clovis; and nine large quantity generators of  hazardous wastes in the Plan Area, all of  
which are in the City  (see Table 5.8-2 above). 

The General Plan Update would designate 548 acres – all within the City of  Clovis – for industrial uses, a net 
increase of  193 acres over the 355 acres of  existing industrial uses, which are also entirely within the City. The 
General Plan Update would designate a net increase of  647 acres of  commercial and office uses – consisting of  
net increases of  327 acres in the City of  Clovis, 111 acres in the SOI, and 209 acres in the Planning Area – 
compared to existing conditions; and would designate 1,966 acres for mixed uses including commercial uses. 
Thus, General Plan Update buildout is expected to result in some increase in the number of  hazardous waste 
generators in the Plan Area. Hazardous wastes would be stored, transported, and disposed of  in conformance 
with existing regulations set forth by the EPA, USDOT, CalRecycle, and other agencies. 

Accidental Release of Hazardous Materials 

Construction and operation of  projects approved under the General Plan Update would involve some risk of  
accidental release of  hazardous materials used by the projects, as well as accidental disturbance of  existing 
hazardous materials in the environment, such as petroleum products released from leaking underground storage 
tanks, or ACM or LBP in existing buildings that would be renovated or demolished. Use, storage, transport, and 
disposal of  hazardous materials in conformance with the regulations described above would reduce both the 
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likelihood of  an accidental release and the potential consequences in the event of  an accidental release. Impacts 
would be less than significant.  

Full Buildout 

The analysis above also applies to full buildout of  the proposed project. Four of  the 15 open LUST cases listed 
above in Table 5.8-3 are in the non-SOI Plan Area, where most of  the development would occur in the full 
buildout scenario. Impacts to public health and the environment would be less than significant  

Impact 5.8-2: Hazardous materials sites are located within the General Plan Update Plan Area. 
[Threshold H-4] 

Impact Analysis: 

2035 Scenario 

Searches of  environmental databases described above in Section 5.8.1.2, Existing Conditions, identified 129 sites 
within the Plan Area: 74 hazardous materials sites listed on the GeoTracker and/or EnviroStor databases, nine 
large quantity generators of  hazardous wastes, and 46 small quantity generators of  hazardous wastes. 

The 55 listings of  hazardous waste generators do not document releases of  hazardous materials and are not 
environmental concerns related to the buildout of  the proposed General Plan Update. Of  the 74 sites listed on 
the GeoTracker and/or EnviroStor databases, cases were closed at 80 percent of  the sites (59 sites). Only 
15 remaining sites are open, which means that assessment, remediation, and/or verification of  remediation is 
required at those sites. All 129 sites listed in Tables 5.8-1 and 5.8-2 are known to regulatory agencies. 

Any development, redevelopment, or reuse on or next to any of  these sites would require environmental site 
assessment by a qualified environmental professional to ensure that the relevant projects would not disturb 
hazardous materials on any of  the hazardous materials sites or plumes of  hazardous materials diffusing from one 
of  the hazardous materials sites, and that any proposed development, redevelopment, or reuse would not create a 
substantial hazard to the public or the environment. Phase I Environmental Site Assessments are required for 
land purchasers to qualify for the Innocent Landowner Defense under CERCLA and to minimize environmental 
liability under other laws such as RCRA, and as a lender prerequisite to extend a loan for purchase of  land. 
Impacts would be less than significant. 

Full Buildout 

The preceding analysis of  impacts under the 2035 scenario of  the General Plan Update also applies to full 
buildout. Impacts are considered less than significant. 



G E N E R A L  P L A N  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O D E  U P D A T E  D R A F T  P E I R  
C I T Y  O F  C L O V I S  

5. Environmental Analysis 
HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Page 5.8-26 PlaceWorks 

Impact 5.8-3: Parts of the Plan Area are within the Safety Compatibility Zones and under the Airspace 
Protection Surface for Fresno-Yosemite International Airport, which is outside of the Plan Area 
near the southwest corner of the City. [Thresholds H-5 and H-6] 

Impact Analysis: 

2035 Scenario 

Land Use: Safety Compatibility Zones 

While part of  the Plan Area shown in Figure 5.8-2 is within Zone 6, the Traffic Pattern Zone for FYI, there are 
no restrictions on land uses or on special characteristics (distracting lights or glare, sources of  smoke or electrical 
interference, or attractors of  birds) in Zone 6 (FCALUC 2012). 

Airspace Protection 

Parts of  the City are in areas where heights of  structures are limited pursuant to FAA Part 77 Regulations that 
protect navigable airspace surrounding certain airports. The Airspace Protection Surface extends 10,000 feet 
horizontally from the runway at an elevation of  150 feet above the airport, or 486 feet amsl; then angles upward 
an additional 4,000 feet horizontally at a slope of  1 vertical foot to 20 horizontal feet to an elevation of  686 feet 
amsl. Elevations in the part of  the City of  Clovis under the Airspace Protection Surface range from 335 feet amsl 
at the southwest corner of  the City next to the Airport to 686 feet amsl along the northeast edge of  the Airspace 
Protection Surface. Maximum allowable heights of  structures under the Airspace Protection Surface would vary 
by location. Existing heights of  structures in Clovis are far below the maximum allowable heights under the 
Airspace Protection Surface. Projects approved under the proposed General Plan Update would be required to 
comply with FAA airspace protection regulations. Thus, impacts are considered less than significant. 

Full Buildout 

All of  the safety compatibility zones and airspace protection surfaces for FYI are within the City and SOI; thus, 
full buildout of  the General Plan Update, which is assumed to be developed farther out from the City’s existing 
boundaries and SOI (primarily in the non-SOI Plan Area,) would not create any hazards related to aircraft 
operating to or from FYI, and impacts would be less than significant. 

Impact 5.8-4: Buildout of the proposed General Plan Update would not substantially interfere with the 
implementation of an emergency response or evacuation plan. [Threshold H-7] 

Impact Analysis: 

2035 Scenario 

The proposed General Plan Update would permit development of  substantial net increases of  square footage and 
dwelling units. Increasing the population may increase traffic congestion in these areas as well (see Section 5.16, 
Transportation and Traffic, of  this PEIR). Thus, in the event of  an accident or natural disaster, evacuation plans and 
routes could be adversely affected by the increased traffic conditions in the City. The Clovis Fire Department 
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maintains the City’s Emergency Operations Plan (EOP); while the Fresno County Department of  Public Health 
maintains the Fresno County Operational Area Master Emergency Services Plan (MESP), which is in effect in 
unincorporated parts of  the Plan Area. The EOP and MESP guide responses to extraordinary emergency 
situations, including natural disasters. The EOP and MESP would be updated by the relevant agencies in response 
to increased traffic conditions and changes to roadways; thus, impacts to emergency response planning would be 
less than significant. 

Full Buildout 

The analysis under the 2035 scenario also applies to the project’s full buildout. Impacts would be less than 
significant. 

Impact 5.8-5: Portions of the northern and northeastern parts of the Plan Area are within a designated 
moderate fire hazard severity zone and could expose structures and/or residents to fire danger. 
[Threshold H-8] 

Impact Analysis: 

2035 Scenario 

One small area within the northeast quadrant of  the City is designated a moderate fire hazard severity zone. The 
area is within Pup Creek Basin, a detention basin that is part of  the regional urban flood control system. Under 
the 2035 scenario, this area would be designated Water and would remain part of  Pup Creek Basin. Pup Creek 
Basin is shown as vegetated with grasses in a 2014 satellite photograph. Proposed land use designations 
surrounding the fire hazard severity zone consist of  residential and Park. The nearest fire hazard severity zone to 
Pup Creek Basin is two miles to the northeast. Thus, development pursuant to the 2035 Scenario surrounding the 
fire hazard severity zone in Pup Creek would not pose wildland fire hazards, and impacts would be less than 
significant. 

Full Buildout 

Full buildout of  the proposed General Plan Update could expose people and/or structures to fire hazard by 
development and/or redevelopment within moderate fire hazard severity zones in much of  the northern and 
northeastern parts of  the SOI and non-SOI Plan Area. Projects built or redeveloped within the severity zone 
would be required to comply with Chapter 7A of  the California Building Code. Any project developed or 
redeveloped surrounded by or next to forest, brush, grass, or other flammable vegetation would also be mandated 
to comply with requirements regarding hazardous vegetation, defensible space, and fuel management in California 
Public Resources Code Sections 4291 et seq. and in Sections 4906 and 4907 of  the CFC. Impacts would be less 
than significant. 

5.8.4 Relevant General Plan Policies and Development Code Sections 
The following are relevant policies of  the proposed Clovis General Plan and Development Code Update that 
would reduce potential hazards and hazardous materials impacts of  future development in the Plan Area. 
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General Plan 

Environmental Safety Element 

Hazardous Materials 

Goal 1: Minimized risk of  injury, loss of  life, property damage, and economic and social disruption caused by 
natural hazards. 

 Policy 1.4 Facilities that use hazardous materials - Prohibit facilities using, storing, or otherwise involved 
with hazardous or toxic materials to be located in the 100-year flood zone unless all standards of  elevation, 
flood proofing, and storage have been implemented. 

Goal 2: A community that protects the public and environment from hazardous materials and waste. 

 Policy 2.1 Safe storage and maintenance - The use and storage of  hazardous materials shall comply with 
applicable federal, state, and local laws to prevent and mitigate hazardous materials releases. 

 Policy 2.2 Mitigation and remediation of  groundwater contamination - Actively participate in local and 
regional efforts directed at mitigating environmental exposure to and cleaning up contaminated groundwater. 

 Policy 2.3 Truck routes for hazardous materials - Maintain designated truck routes for the transportation 
of  hazardous materials through the City. Discourage routes that pass through residential neighborhoods to 
the maximum extent feasible. 

 Policy 2.4 Hazardous materials response team - Maintain a Type 1 hazardous materials response team 
serving the City of  Clovis. 

 Policy 2.5 Safer Alternatives - Minimize the use of  hazardous materials by encouraging the selection of  
non-toxic alternatives that do not pose a threat to the environment. 

 Policy 2.6 Community education - Provide educational resources to residents and businesses to promote 
safe practices related to the use, storage, transportation, and disposal of  hazardous materials. 

Airport Land Use Planning 

Goal 3: An environment in which minimized noise contributes to the public’s health, safety, and welfare. 

 Policy 3.11 Airport land use compatibility - Approve land uses in a manner that is consistent with the 
Fresno Yosemite International Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan. 

Emergency Response Planning 

Goal 1: Minimized risk of  injury, loss of  life, property damage, and economic and social disruption caused by 
natural hazards. 
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 Policy 1.5 Critical and public facilities - Locate and design critical and public facilities to minimize their 
exposure and susceptibility to flooding, seismic and geological effects, fire, and explosions. Ensure critical use 
facilities (e.g. hospital, police, and fire facilities) can remain operational during an emergency. 

 Policy 1.6 Public information and emergency preparedness - Provide the public with accurate and 
reliable information regarding natural hazards to prevent and mitigate potential risks and exposure for life 
and property. Continue to maintain a local hazard mitigation plan and conduct programs to inform the 
general public of  the City’s emergency preparedness and disaster response procedures. 

Public Facilities Element 

Emergency Response Planning 

Goal 6: High quality emergency services that establish a real and perceived sense of  safety and security for Clovis 
residents, businesses, and visitors. 

 Policy 6.8 Emergency preparedness planning - Maintain an emergency operations plan, an emergency 
operations center, and a hazard mitigation plan to prepare for actual or threatened conditions of  disaster or 
extreme peril. 

5.8.5 Existing Regulations 
Hazardous Materials and Hazardous Wastes 

 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 

 Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act 

 Toxic Substances Control Act 

 California Hazardous Waste Control Law 

 Hazardous Waste Control Regulations 

 Certified Unified Program 

 Health and Safety Codes Sections 25270.7, 25270.8, and 25507 

 Vehicle Code Section 23112.5 

 Public Utilities Code Section 7673, (PUC General Orders #22-B, 161) 

 Government Code Sections 51018, 8670.25.5 (a) 

 Water Code Sections 13271, 13272 

 California Labor Code Section 6409.1 (b)10 

 Fresno County Department of  Public Health (CUPA) 
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Airports 

 Federal Aviation Regulations, including Part 77 governing intrusions into navigable airspace 

 State Aeronautics Act (California Public Utilities Code Sections 21001 et seq.) 

 Fresno County Airport Commission of  Fresno Council of  Governments 

Fire Safety 

 California Fire Plan 

 California Fire Code 

 California Building Code Chapter 7A 

 California Public Resources Code Sections 4291 et seq. 

Emergency Response Planning 

 Clovis Fire Department: Emergency Operations Plan 

 Fresno County Office of  Emergency Services: Fresno County Operational Area Master Emergency Services Plan 

5.8.6 Level of Significance Before Mitigation 
Upon implementation of  regulatory requirements and standard conditions of  approval, the following impacts 
would be less than significant for the 2035 Scenario and Full Buildout: 5.8-1, 5.8-2, 5.8-3, 5.8-4, and 5.8-5. 

5.8.7 Mitigation Measures 
No significant impacts were identified and no mitigation measures are required for the 2035 Scenario and Full 
Buildout. 

5.8.8 Level of Significance After Mitigation 
No significant impacts were identified with regard to hazards and hazardous materials for the 2035 Scenario and 
Full Buildout. 

5.8.9 References 
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