
Wednesday, October 15, 2014 

 Community Workshop #2 – Helm Ranch 
 Clovis Urban Greening Plan 



WHAT IS AN URBAN GREENING PLAN? 

 A guide to help the City to improve quality of life for 
residents  

 Identification of needs, opportunities and goals for 
creating a greener, more environmentally sustainable and 
livable City 

 Strategies to address identified goals 

 It is a plan and is opportunity-based – implementation 
over time 



WHAT IS AN URBAN GREENING PLAN? 

Parks, trails and open space Urban forestry and street trees 



WHAT IS AN URBAN GREENING PLAN? 

Stormwater Management Water Conservation  



WHAT IS AN URBAN GREENING PLAN? 

Improved pedestrian and non-
vehicular access 

Landscape design guidelines and 
plant palette 



CITY OF CLOVIS 
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PROCESS TO DATE 

 ESTABLISHED greening goals and strategies 

 IDENTIFIED greening opportunities 

 DEVELOPED greening tools 

PLANNING ANALYSIS AND REVIEW 

 

  

 

 

 

First 
community 
workshop 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) 

 

 * GENERAL PLAN ADOPTION 



GREENING GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

WATER 

AIR 
QUALITY 

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

PUBLIC 
HEALTH 



GREENING GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 



GREENING GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 



GREENING OPPORTUNITIES 

NEW PARK SPACES 

 Recreational centers 

 Vacant lot conversions 

STREETS  

 Safety improvements 

 Access for all types of 
pedestrians 

 Aesthetic improvements 
and maintenance 

 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 



GREENING OPPORTUNITIES 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

CIRCULATION  

 Pedestrian concerns on large 
streets and major intersections 

 Landscaping to improve major 
streets 

 Traffic and exhaust issues near 
commercial areas 

ACCESS 

 Improve walking conditions along 
key residential streets around 
school and irrigation canal 



GREENING TOOLS 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 



GREENING TOOLS 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 

PLANT PREFERENCE 



GREENING TOOLS 

PLANT PALETTE 

 Evaluate existing trees, shrubs, 
and other plantings 

 Get feedback about resident 
preferences 

 Propose new, appropriate 
species 

 Drought tolerant  

 Shade providing 

 Non-invasive 

PLANNING ANALYSIS 



GREENING TOOLS 

PLANNING ANALYSIS 

POLICY REVIEW 

 Landscape maintenance 
recommendations 

 Low water use incentives and mandates 

 New landscape districts 

 Street tree planting prior to 
development  



GREENING TOOLS 

PLANNING ANALYSIS 

CIRCULATION ELEMENT:  

 Goal 3: A MULTIMODAL transportation network that is safe and 
comfortable in the context of adjacent neighborhoods. 

 Goal 4: A BICYCLE AND TRANSIT SYSTEM that serves as a 
functional ALTERNATIVE TO COMMUTING BY CAR. 

 Goal 5: A complete system of TRAILS AND PATHWAYS accessible 
to all residents. 

 Policy 5.1 COMPLETE STREET AMENITIES. Upgrade existing streets and 
design new streets to include COMPLETE STREET AMENITIES, prioritizing 
improvements to bicycle and pedestrian connectivity or safety, consistent 
with the Bicycle Transportation Master Plan and other master plans. 

OPEN SPACE AND CONSERVATION ELEMENT:  

 Goal 2: NATURAL, AGRICULTURAL, AND HISTORIC RESOURCES 
that are preserved and promoted as key features for civic pride 
and identity. 

 Goal 3: A built environment that conserves and protects the use 
and QUALITY OF WATER AND ENERGY RESOURCES. 



GREEN VISION 

Specific to HELM RANCH 

 Resolve maintenance issues and 
refocus new projects to Helm Ranch 
 Improve overall look of landscape infrastructure 

 Provide new green infill projects in vacant and 
underutilized spaces 

 Infrastructure focused on MULTI-
GENERATIONAL and MULTI-MODAL 
transportation 
 Improved sidewalks 

 Improved bike lanes 

 Improved transit options 



GREEN VISION 

Specific to HELM RANCH 



GREEN VISION 

Specific to HELM RANCH 



TONIGHT’S GOALS 

 

 

PRIORITIZE greening 
opportunities 

DEVELOP conceptual 
design layout 

CREATE 20-year green 
vision  



PRIORITIZE GREENING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 



PRIORITIZE GREENING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

PARKS 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 Who would 
use it? 

 What would 
they do 
there?    

 Would it have 
active uses 
(like sports 
fields and 
exercise 
equipment) or 
passive uses 
(like walking 
trails and 
habitat areas? 

 What would it 
look like?  

 What 
amenities 
would it have?  



PRIORITIZE GREENING OPPORTUNITIES 

STREETS 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 Who would use 
the streets 
(walkers, 
bikers, drivers, 
horseback 
riders, other)?  

 How will the 
space be 
divided for the 
groups?  

 What types of 
landscape 
elements 
(trees and 
shrubs) should 
there be?  

 What happens 
at 
intersections?  

 



PRIORITIZE GREENING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

TRAILS 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Irrigation canals 

 Should it be 
open?  

 How do you 
keep people 
away from 
the water? 

 

 



 PRIORITIES 

 Which projects are the most valuable?  

 PHASING 

 Which projects do you want to see first?  

 

 

PRIORITIZE GREENING OPPORTUNITIES 



DEVELOP CONCEPTUAL SITE DESIGN 

PARK 

 

 

STREET TRAIL 



DEVELOP CONCEPTUAL SITE DESIGN 

PARK 

 

 

STREET TRAIL 
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